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USAID NEW JUSTICE PROGRAM
NEWSLETTER
Legislative and Other Rule of Law News
Parliament Adopted Draft Law No. 3711-D in Its First Reading
On March 3, 2021, the draft Law on Amending the Law of Ukraine on the Judiciary and the Status of
Judges and Certain Laws of Ukraine on Resuming Operations of the High Qualification Commission of
Judges of Ukraine (No. 3711-D) was adopted in its first reading by 227 votes. Head of the Parliament’s
Legal Policy Committee (LPC) Andrii Kostin outlined that LPC would review the draft law for the second
reading with the engagement of MPs’ factions, judiciary, NGOs, international organizations, and
experts. On April 28, 2021, the Parliament’s Legal Policy Committee voted to recommend that the
Parliament support draft law 3711-D in the second reading and as a whole. More information here.
President Proposed to Liquidate Circuit Administrative Court of Kyiv
On April 13, 2021, the President submitted to the Parliament the draft laws on the Liquidation of the
Circuit Administrative Court of Kyiv and Establishment of the Circuit Administrative Court of Kyiv City
(No. 5369) and on Amending Chapter ХІI “Closing and Transitional Provisions” of the Law on the
Judiciary and Status of Judges (No. 5370).
Parliament Adopted Draft Law on Constitutional Procedure of Ukraine in Its First Reading
On April 15, 2021, the Parliament adopted the draft Law on the Constitutional Procedure (No. 4533) in
its first reading. At the Parliament’s request, the Venice Commission analyzed the draft law and
outlined that it lacked provisions on a new system of competitive selection of judges. Besides, Venice
Commission recommended that the Constitutional Court of Ukraine be allowed to review its own
decision if one of the judges, who voted in favor of that decision, had been condemned in the final
instance for taking a bribe in connection with the adopted decision. The draft law could be amended
before the second reading.
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New Justice Program Updates
The Input of the Judiciary in Ensuring Gender Equality
On March 3, 2021, donors and implementers of the international
technical assistance projects operating in the Rule of Law area
participated in an online coordination meeting. They discussed
how to incorporate gender equality in judiciary activities and a
gender-sensitive approach in administering justice. The
participants of the meeting agreed on the need to train members
of the judiciary and judicial self-government in gender sensitivity
as well as to establish a standing working group on gender issues
under the umbrella of the judiciary.
More information here.

Participants of the online coordination meeting
discussed how to implement gender equality in
judiciary activities.
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The Third Round of the Rule of Law International Certification Program Has Begun

Participants at the opening of the Rule of Law
Certificate Program.
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On April 8, 2021, Yaroslav Mudryi National Law University, in
cooperation with the European Center for Rule of Law and the
University of South Caroline and with support from the USAID New
Justice Program, launched the third round of the Rule of Law
Certification Program. This year, 190 legal practitioners filed
applications for participation in Program. Out of them, 30
participants were selected from 15 regions of Ukraine. The Program
is intended to assert rule of law in Ukraine through an improved
understanding of the practical application of rule of law elements by
legal professionals.
More information here.

UN Training Materials on Ethics And Integrity Are Available in Ukrainian
On April 23, 2021, the USAID New Justice Program, in cooperation
with the UN Office on Drugs and Crime, organized and held an
online presentation of the Module Series on Integrity and Ethics.
The training materials were translated into Ukrainian with
support from the Program and now are available to the faculty
who will teach the course to students. The series consists of 14
modules on integrity and ethics and a handbook for teachers.
The presented materials propose a new approach to global
education in the sphere of ethics, based on innovative teaching
methods.
More information here.
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New Justice Program Partners News

Presentation of the Legal Clinical Education
in Ukraine Textbook

New Series of Open Webinars Starts for
Judges, Judicial Clerks, and Court Staff

On March 19, 2021, the Association of Legal
Clinics (ALC) presented the Legal Clinical
Education in Ukraine textbook at its annual
forum. The textbook was developed by 17 coauthors with support from the USAID New
Justice Program and OSCE Project Co-ordinator
in Ukraine. The textbook will help law school
students and young legal professionals gain
knowledge and develop practical skills to
practice law, specifically, to execute procedural
documents, advise clients, represent clients’
interests
before
courts,
government
authorities, local governments, etc.
More information here.

The National School of Judges, with assistance
from the USAID New Justice Program and in
cooperation with the National Judicial College,
Reno, USA, is launching from April to June 2021
a new series of 12 open webinars on various
topics for judges, judicial clerks, and court staff.
The first webinar titled “Judicial Decision
Making” was conducted on April 20, 2021.
Participants of the webinar were familiarized
with the psychology of decision-making and
factors that affect the judicial decision-making
process. Now, they are able to analyze their
own style of thinking and making judicial
decisions.
The schedule of the next webinars is available
here.
More information here.
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Upcoming Events

May 11-28
The University of East Anglia (UK), in cooperation with the USAID New Justice Program, will conduct a training course in ethics,
integrity, and fighting corruption for law school students. The training course is based on the Module Series on Integrity and Ethics
which the UN Office on Drugs and Crime developed. More information here.

May 12

May 17

The USAID New Justice Program, jointly with the
National Judicial College in Reno (USA) and the
National School of Judges, will conduct a webinar for
judges, judicial clerks, and court staff on Managing
Challenging Family Law Cases. The event begins at
5:00 PM. Registration is available here.

The USAID New Justice Program, jointly with the National
Judicial College in Reno (USA) and the National School of
Judges of Ukraine, will conduct a webinar for judges,
judicial clerks, and court staff on Handling Small Claims
effectively. The event begins at 4:00 PM. Registration is
available here.

May 26

TBD

The USAID New Justice Program, jointly with the Center
for Court Innovation (USA), will conduct an online
training seminar for representatives of Community
Justice Centers on how to assess the legal needs of
their clients.

The USAID New Justice Program will conduct an online
round table to discuss the corruption risks in the new
judicial reform. The first round of this research was held in
2017 and resulted in the preparation of the report titled
Corruption Risks in the Recent Reforms to the Ukrainian
Judiciary.
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